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THANKS A MI££ION

HHOOSSPPIITTAALL bboosssseess aarree
cceelleebbrraattiinngg aafftteerr rreeaacchhiinngg aa
mmaajjoorr mmiilleessttoonnee iinn tthheeiirr bbiidd
ttoo rraaiissee ££33mm ffoorr aa nneeww
nneeoonnaattaall uunniitt..

Following hundreds of events, the
team behind the Babygrow Appeal at
the Countess of Chester Hospital
announed today that they have hit
the £1m mark.
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IIcceellaanndd bboossss iiss
oonnee iinn aa mmiilllliioonn
TO celebrate raising the first £1million,
supporters of the Babygrow Appeal
enjoyed an evening with Malcolm
Walker hosted by Elegant Resorts in
Chester.

The founder and chief executive of
Iceland Foods shared his fascinating
success story from Iceland’s modest
beginnings and the making of his own
first million to Iceland’s current
position as the UK’s Best Big Company
To Work For and a major supporter of
good causes.

Janet Ratcliffe, head of fundraising at
the Countess, said: “We are extremely
grateful to Malcom for supporting our
appeal and extend thanks to Elegant
Resorts for allowing us to use their
magnificent premises and to Jasper’s
Catering for the delicious canapés”.

BBaacckkeerrss tthhaannkkeedd
ffoorr aallll tthheeiirr hheellpp
JANET Ratcliffe, head of fundraising for
the Babygrow Appeal, said: “I’d like to
take this opportunity through the pages
of the Chester Standard to thank
everybody who has supported the
Babygrow Appeal and helped us to
reach our first milestone.

“Thanks to all the local companies
who’ve done dress-down days, and
quizzes, to the hundreds of people who
taken part in an amazing range of
sponsored events, to the schools who
have involved their children in creative
fundraising activities, and businesses
and pubs who have our collecting tins.

“We really appreciate your support.
Your generosity will help us to ensure
we have a fantastic new neonatal unit
providing a first class environment for
the benefit of the next generation.

“At the core of any appeal is the need
to communicate with potential donors
and we are therefore extremely grateful
to NWN Media for the ongoing support
the Chester Standard has given us.”

A FUNDRAISER is being
hosted by Brownlow
Furniture of Great Barrow
on Wednesday May 14
between 7pm and 10pm.

The high fashion event is
being organised by Louise
Purcell, who is on the
Babygrow fundraising
committee, and Claire
Barton who works at
Browlows.

Claire’s son Samuel was
10 weeks early and spent 10
weeks in neonatal care.

Ladies will enjoy

champagne on arrival
accompanied by the finest
of canapes plus French
patisseries kindly donated
by Catherine Skates Fine
Catering and Jasper’s
Catering respectively.

At 7.45pm, guests will
enjoy a fashion show from
French fashion house
Captain Tortue showing
both ladies and children’s
wear. In addition guests
will be able to browse a
range of jewellery from
Love Lou, leather handbags

from Be.Loved and
handmade candles and
soaps from Verula.

After the fashion show,
everyone can watch a
demonstration by Silcocks
Quality Fine Foods and
enjoy sampling their
delights! There’s also a raffle
with the top prize donated
by Kaye’s Jewellers.

Tickets (£10) are available
from Claire on 07788
665510 or the Countess
Fundraising office on 01244
366240

GGeett rreeaaddyy ffoorr ffaasshhiioonn wwiitthh aa ppaassssiioonn

■■ Claire (left) and Louise outside the workshop with
their beautifully restored delivery truck.

Babygrow Appeal
hits the £1m mark
IITT’’SS cceelleebbrraattiioonn ttiimmee ffoorr
tthhee ffuunnddrraaiissiinngg tteeaamm
bbeehhiinndd tthhee hhuuggee BBaabbyyggrrooww
AAppppeeaall aatt tthhee CCoouunntteessss ooff
CChheesstteerr HHoossppiittaall..

Bosses behind the appeal have
today revealed they have hit the
£1m mark and are now one third
of the way to their £3million
target to build a new neonatal
unit at the hospital.

The Babygrow Appeal, officially
launched in December 2012,
received a £10,000 donation last
week from Bob and Ann McFerran
in memory of their son Peter and
this has taken the fund to its
£1million milestone.

Peter McFerran was born eight
weeks early on November 26,
1982. When he was born he
couldn’t breathe for himself or
feed and had to be placed in an
incubator for a fortnight in the
neonatal unit.

The couple, from Connah’s
Quay, were told the first three
days were crucial, but by the third
day, Ann said, “he had filled out
and was breathing for himself. He
was being fed by a drip, but was
conscious of things around him”.

Bob said: “The aftercare was
really good too because Peter had
check-ups at the hospital until he
was 12 months old. He ended up
a lot stronger than a lot of

■■ Above: Members of
the fundraising and
neonatal team, from
left: Emma Cross, Kate
Violet, Janet Ratcliffe,
Eirian Lloyd-Powell,
Lesley Woodhead, Dr
John Gibbs, Amanda
McKenzie, Nathan
Sznerch, Kate Liyddon,
Dr Ravi Jayaram, Dr
Steve Brierley and
Yvonne Farmer.
■■ Left: Ann and Bob
McFerran hand over
the cheque.

children the same age. He never
got colds or any problems like
that. I think that really helped.”

Peter grew up to became a keen
sportsman, joining Deeside Judo
Club, Mold Rugby Club, Northop
Hall Hockey team and enjoyed
swimming, interests he pursued
after joining the RAF in 2004.

Tragically, in July 2007, aged 24,
Peter was killed in rocket attack
while serving in Iraq.

After his funeral, Ann and Bob
set up a fund in Peter’s name to
support the neonatal unit.

Head of fundraising, Janet
Ratcliffe, said: “Bob and Ann are
an amazing, inspirational couple.

They have already purchased a
new incubator for the neonatal
unit, and following this latest
donation of £10,000 have pledged
to continue supporting us in any
way they can.”

Ann and daughter Elaine are
taking part in the Babygrow Zip
Wire Challenge on June 28.

As well as a comprehensive
jobs listing,

jobsite.co.uk has useful
information on careers,

interview techniques
and much more.
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THE proud and understandably
somewhat tired winners of this
year’s BoomBanger Rally are three
teams from the Chester Business
Club, who joined forces when one
of the cars left the UK without a
satnav or a map!

Six drivers left the city in the early
hours of Saturday, April 12, in three
bangers, each with a maximum
permitted value of £250.

During the next five days they
covered more than 3,000 miles,
visited five countries and tackled a
myriad of different challenges set
by rally organiser Jamie Storey.

Last year The Abode Hotel
adopted BabyGrow Appeal as its
charity of choice following an
outbreak of new births among its
management team.

General manager Christophe
Hesbert was one of those whose
daughter Éloïse was born at the
Countess. Coming from a
hospitality base, it was only natural
he chose the theme of ‘The Racing
Chefs’ for his vehicle.

■■ The
Boombanger

Rally team.

His co-pilot father Bruno flew in
from Paris to be at the start of the
journey and the mobile working
kitchen in the back of their
Peugeot 205 rustled up fantastic
fresh food and wine every day to
keep the team sustained.

‘Team TDI’ in their Chester
University-prepared Renault
Laguna were Julie Swinnerton
from Benison Day Nursery, and
her daughter Buffy of ‘My Bungee’.

The ‘TwoTonCarMen’ team of
Tim Kenney (kenneymoore
property consultants) and building
specialist Dave Dumpleton

converted an Astra estate into a
Egyptian-themed pyramid and
tomb - along with ‘Brwian’ in a
sarcophagus who got to Alicante,
went for a swim in the harbour,
and didn’t come out.

Tim said: “When we entered this
rally it was to raise some much
needed cash for a great cause and
for a bit of fun. We achieved both
but it was a long drive, with every
day involving a minimum of 7-8
hours driving in a clapped out old
car on top of which challenges and
tasks were set, with time limits and
penalties rigidly enforced.

“There’s little time to stop and
enjoy the scenery.”

The teams clinched the title on
the very last challenge, after
travelling 14 ½ hours from
Gibraltar to Marrakech.

The winners were announced at
the closing ceremony.

For Christophe, two of the most
memorable parts of the trip was all
six of them swimming in a snowy
Pyrenean lake in Andorra, and an
impromptu inter-team water fight
on a tapas bar car-park.

For Julie and Buffy, who were
looking forward to a bit of

shopping in Puerto Banus, it was a
10-minute run past some of the
greatest shops in Spain.

When all outstanding pledges are
cashed in, the three Countess
Teams are collectively hoping to
raise more than £13,500.

If you want to do something that
you’ll remember for the rest of
your life, and raise money for a
great cause, BoomBanger currently
run two events a year.

The next is the ‘Cosmopolitan
Rally’ from Rouen to Nice in
August – contact Jamie at
www.BoomBangerRally.co.uk

BBaannggeerr rraallllyy
ccrreeaatteess lloottss ooff
ffuunn aanndd ccaasshh

SIX months on, Nicola and Simon
Wilkinson’s son Harry is doing well,
following his early and unexpected
arrival last October.

Nicola, from Great Sutton, said:
”I’d had a normal pregnancy,
everything was fine, but I woke up
on October 22 at 4.30am and my
waters had broken and four hours
later Harry was born weighing 2lbs
14.5ozs. It was a bit traumatic to say
the least.”

Harry was taken to the neonatal
unit and Nicola was able to see him
an hour later after he had been
stabilised.

“He was in an incubator for about
two weeks then moved to a ‘hot cot’
with a heated mattress to keep his
body temperature stable. He
progressed well and was able to
breathe on his own fairly quickly.

“He spent about six weeks in the
unit and when we took him home
he was still tiny, weighing 4lbs”.

“We were quite anxious when we
got home as you no longer have the

security of knowing the nurses are
there if you need them and as Harry
is our first baby, everything was
totally new to us and was made a
little more stressful by the fact he
was premature,” said Nicola.

They were really grateful to be
able to stay for a couple of nights in
the family accommodation
provided by the Chester Childbirth
Appeal, prior to Harry’s discharge.

“The neonatal team were
wonderful, helping us with
everything as we had not even had
time to attend antenatal classes.

“Being in the unit made me
appreciate more about the
Babygrow Appeal and I can totally
understand why the aim is to have a
bigger unit.”

Simon took part in the Chester
Santa Dash last September to raise
funds for the appeal.

“It was my way to give something
back and say thank you to the
amazing staff for taking such good
care of Harry,” he said.

WWee’’dd nnoott hhaadd
ttiimmee ttoo aatttteenndd
aanntteennaattaall ccllaasssseess

■■ Harry at
two days old

and last
week at six
months old

(inset).

GIRL guides from
the 21st Chester
group, together with
their leaders and
other supporters of
the Babygrow
appeal, helped raise
a whopping £471 at
Morrison’s store at

Bache by packing
shoppers bags.

Angie Lopez,
community and
events fundraiser,
said: “The guides
had been briefed by
their attending
leaders on how to

■■ Left to right Amelie Hockenhull, Kitty Harrison,
Natasha Larmour, Alice Kerr, Eva Beaumont and Betty
Martin.

GGiirrll gguuiiddeess sshhooww bbaaggss ooff
eenntthhuussiiaassmm ffoorr aappppeeaall

GGrruueelllliinngg oorrddeeaall
oovveerr ffoouurr ddaayyss
NEIL Badge of Broughton joined the
Babygrow fundraising committee 18
months ago and has been a great
ambassador for the charity ever since.

“I got involved because my son Dominic
was born six and half weeks premature in
July 2011. He received fantastic care from
the neonatal team at the Countess and so
this is my way of saying ‘Thank You’.”

Neil ran the London Marathon last year
but he’s set himself and his team a real
grueller this time round. It involves:

Day 1 (May 15-16): Three Peaks Challenge.
Start at the foot of Ben Nevis, then onto
Scafell Pike and then finish with Snowdon,
all within 24hrs including travel.

Day 2 (May 17): Ride 55+ miles from near
Snowdon to Countess of Chester Hospital.

Day 3 (May 18): Complete the Chester
Half-Marathon

Neil said: “This challenge is something I
dreamed up, designed and planned. I’ve
had a few people thinking we must be mad
to take on such demanding physical
activities on consecutive days but I do think
we can do it.”

The team consists of Andrew Mackie,
Dave Glynn, Alan Barber and Neal Garman.

Neil said: “Training’s going well.”
People can sponsor Neil and the team at

http://www.justgiving.com/
BabyGrow3Peaks

■■ Neil (left )with Dominic and
Andrew Mackie.
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